
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Sports Alliance announces a Call for Speakers for its June 17-18, 2020 Summit, 

“Game On! The Future of Sports & Sustainability” at U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. 

 

LEVERAGING THE POWER OF SPORTS FOR A MORE SUSTAINABLE WORLD 

Celebrating the Past and Shaping the Next Decade of Sports & Sustainability 

 

2020 marks the Alliance’s tenth anniversary. The June Summit, “Game On! The Future of 

Sports & Sustainability” will be a celebration of the past decade and a view towards the 

next ten years, while we set a new standard of excellence in the sports and 

sustainability movement. 

 

We invite you to join us as we set the stage for the next decade of sports and 

sustainability. Your voice, your vision, your goals, and your ideas are essential as we 

collectively seek to lead the way and drive a more sustainable world and build stronger 

communities. 

 

“Game On!” will bring together leaders in sports and sustainability, along with 

sustainability leaders from other industries and sectors to facilitate the exchange of 

ideas and best-in-class solutions and innovations. 

 

Hosting our Summit in Minneapolis is incredibly important because of the sports entities, 

companies, and communities that are invested in the future of sustainability. This will be 

reflected in all aspects of our event, as we connect the greater sports industry to the 

Minneapolis region and showcase the inspiring work the region is doing. Learn more 

about the Summit at greensportsalliance.org/summit 

 

CALL FOR SPEAKER PROPOSALS 

The Alliance encourages submission of speaker proposals featuring the proposed 

speaker and the topic/issue/ideas speaker would be prepared to address. 

 

There will be a range of sessions from panel discussions, keynotes, one-on-one interviews 

and more. We strongly recommend your submission focus on your ideas, concepts, and 

content rather than the format. 

 

TYPES OF SPEAKERS 

We are seeking speakers from professional and collegiate sports teams, leagues, and 

venues; corporate responsibility and sustainability leaders from companies outside the 

sports sector; service and product providers; academia; young professionals; collegiate 

leaders, and more. Diverse viewpoints contribute to a robust environment of collective 

learning and information sharing. We will give priority to proposals that highlight the 

work, experience, and future-focus of Alliance member organizations. 

 

 

https://greensportsalliance.org/summit/


ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY  

We encourage you to submit fresh perspectives, innovative ideas, and other interesting 

ways to deliver an engaging audience experience, beyond the scope outlined in this 

call for speakers.  

 

 

 

THEMES OF “GAME ON! THE FUTURE OF SPORTS AND SUSTAINABILITY” 

Summit programming will focus on content identified in the following five areas. 

 

1. Sustainable Sports Operations: A central component of the Summit is to address 

the challenges and share solutions around all aspects of sustainable sports 

operations for teams, venues, and leagues. What are the latest challenges and 

solutions? 

• Organizational Leadership 

• Waste, including Zero Waste Goals 

• Collegiate and Professional Events 

• Food and Beverage 

• Energy 

• Venue-related Transportation 

• Sustainability and Bottom Line 

 

2. Messaging & Marketing Sustainability: Every team, venue, and league seek to tell 

their sustainability story, find the right messaging, and showcase its corporate 

responsibility and sustainability commitment. What’s working? What’s needed?  

• Communicating Your Sustainability Story 

• Athletes as Role Models and Leaders in Responsibility and Sustainability 

• Speaking Science and Data 

• Communicating to Stakeholders 

 

3. Community Connections: Sports teams and venues are deeply connected to 

their communities by virtue of their physical locations as well as their relationship 

to fans, community organizations, and leaders. How does a team/venue work to 

strengthen their community? 

• Fan Engagement and Activation 

• Corporations and Other Essential Partnerships  

• Profiles of Sports/Community Initiatives 

• Scaling Impact  

• Women in Sports 

• Environmental Justice 

 

4. Future & Innovation: A central theme of the Summit is The Future of Sports and 

Sustainability. What ideas and opportunities can result in greater impact over the 

next decade? What technologies and innovations can yield more sustainable 

sports operations and broader community? 

• City and Regional Resiliency 

• Energy and Infrastructure Transformation 

• Climate Change Preparedness 

• Circular Economy and Supply Chain Solutions 

 



5. The Next Generation: Exploring how the sports industry is fueling and inspiring the 

next generation of community stewards, business leaders, and athletes.  

• Expectations and Experiences of Young Professionals 

• Essential Role of Sports for Young People 

• Pipeline of Talent and Leadership Skills  

• Activating Students, Collegiate Athletes, and Communities 

• Recruiting Women within the Sports Industry 

 

REVIEW CRITERIA  

 

Green Sports Alliance will review and evaluate speaker proposals based on the 

following criteria: 

 

• Submission is focused on innovations, new ideas, experiences, and lessons 

learned related to the central themes of the 2020 Summit   

• Expertise and experience of speakers, as demonstrated by their bios, titles, and 

organizations 

• Insights and perspectives designed to enhance the event experience and 

information sharing of leaders in the sports sector 

• Highlights both successes and challenges and provides the audience with key 

take-aways 

 

 

PROGRAM POLICIES, GUIDELINES AND EXPECTATIONS 

 

All proposals must include the requested information and indicate how the speaker 

and their ideas relate to the Summit theme. 

 

Once accepted as a speaker, the Green Sports Alliance will work with the speaker to 

determine the most appropriate session and/or panel for the speaker. 

 

Speaker proposals should be viewed as sharing insights and ideas, not as a platform for 

business promotion. Green Sports Alliance requests that all proposals center around 

lessons learned, key actionable next steps, best practices, idea exploration, and future 

goals. 

 

If a speaker’s ideas relate to a specific business, technology, or project, the emphasis 

must be the underlying research or innovation process, with the objective of providing 

insight that attendees can apply to their own work. 

 

 

SPEAKER PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 

 

Speaker Name: 

 

Title: 

 

Organization: 

 

Email: 



 

LinkedIn: 

 

Twitter: 

 

Web: 

 

Address, City, State, Zip: 

If you are proposing more than one speaker, please provide details of each proposed 

speaker 

 

TOPIC/IDEA RELATED TO WHICH OF FOLLOWING SUMMIT THEMES (select all that apply) 

 

1. Sustainable Sports Operations 

2. Messaging & Marketing Sustainability 

3. Community Connections 

4. Future & Innovation 

5. The Next Generation 

 

TOPIC/IDEA SUBMISSION 

 

Topic Title: 

 

Topic/Idea Description Short Form (100 words): 

 

Topic/Idea Description Long Form (300 words): 

 

3 Key Take-Aways: 

 

Relevance to Conversation on Future of Sports & Sustainability (100 words): 

 

Which target audience(s) will benefit from your ideas. (select all that apply) 

 

• Professional Sports 

• Collegiate Athletics 

• Sustainability/Facilities Personnel 

• Service/Product Providers  

• NGOs and Community Leaders 

• Students  

• Athletes 

• Other (please list) 

 

SUBMISSION DETAILS 

 

Please send your submission as a word document to summit@greensportsalliance.org. 

 

All submissions are due by January 15, 2020. 

 

mailto:summit@greensportsalliance.org

